
WCCP Autumn 2021 Residential Weekend 1st-3rd October at Quantock Lodge

EVENT DESCRIPTION

The October weekend is known as the “Beginners’ Weekend”. More experienced players
are welcome but tuition is focused on:
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS: have never played and don’t know the layout of the instrument
POST-BEGINNERS: have only been playing a very short time and have some idea of the layout
of the instrument
IMPROVERS: have been playing for some months, can understand the layout of the
fingerboard including F#, C# and Bb and read music a little
INTERMEDIATE PLAYERS: can play and read music with some fluency at a modest tempo.
A limited number of club instruments are available for all systems. Anglo tuition is on
C/G instruments. You can also learn how to take care of your concertina and do simple
maintenance. If you are in the market to buy, there is a trade stand of instruments for
sale provided by Barleycorn Concertinas. On Saturday evening there is a chance to play
along “bar-session style” with the rest of the club.

In response to feedback from the 2019 weekend, we have introduced some new
initiatives this year:

Learning to play by ear: In order to find your way round your concertina, we will first
introduce you to playing without music; a “listen and copy” approach. All beginners on all
systems will learn the same three core tunes from their tutor by ear. The written music
for the core tunes will be provided a bit later and those who don’t read music will be able
to relate the tunes they have just learnt to the dots on the page. The tutors will be able to
tailor their teaching to best meet the needs of the players in their group and will
supplement the WCCP core tunes with music from their own collections. You should
leave the weekend having been able to play the three core tunes in the key of C from
memory, with all the other beginners in the Sunday afternoon show-case.

More folk music at a higher level: New this year is a Folk Stream/Dance Band in
addition to the well established Concertina Band workshop. These sessions are suitable
for any system. However, the ability to play at tempo is required for the folk stream and
also to read music for the band/ensemble workshops.

By popular demand, “Try another System”, “Slow Tunes”, “Rounds”, “Concertina
care and maintenance” and the trade stand of instruments for sale are still in the
programme. We are introducing an “Ask a player” slot where more experienced players
will be available to assist our new players with playing tips and buying advice (more
experienced players - please get in touch to support this slot). All these opportunities are
in addition to and outside the main system teaching so you won’t be missing anything.

If you have any questions about any aspect of the course, please drop the team an
email : Alex at wccpalex@gmail.com or Claire at wccpclaire@gmail.com
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